LORD   PRIVY   SEAL   AT  LARGE
Stanhope succeeded Eden as Under-Secretary, and so a re-
quest was met that Foreign Affairs should have some official
representation in the Lords.
The Manchester Guardian at once interpreted the object of
Eden's appointment as being £to strengthen the political
representation of the Foreign Office' and pointed out that
he would still be under Sir John Simon's jurisdiction and that
his duties would from henceforth have a special reference to
League of Nations questions. The Times correspondent in
Berlin reported that the appointment had aroused consider-
able interest there. ' It is taken as a sign that Great Britain is
determined to support the League of Nations and to bring
disarmament negotiations back to Geneva as soon as pos-
sible/
The very vagueness of his office gave Eden new initiative
and a real status in European diplomacy. Goebbels'
newspaper Angriff was quick to detect the personal meaning
of the appointment. * From the German point of view it
may be expected that in all European questions Mr. Eden will
adopt a more determined standpoint than many of his pre-
decessors. After all, he belongs to a generation whose life
and conceptions have been formed and moulded by the War.
This feet increases the significance of his appointment on the
eve of very important political discussions.' Goebbels knew
his man and was alive to the shape of things to come.
If the appointment brought no instantaneous reaction from
the British public, within three months they were to be intro-
duced to yet another national celebrity. It is tempting to see
the appointment as an essential part of Baldwin's double-
minded attitude to Foreign Affairs. He admired Eden and
Eden had proved his worth, but he may well have felt
that Simon was a more effective instrument of national unity
on the home than on the foreign front, that the claims of
France and Germany provoked alternative attitudes, and
that if democracy was to work under a National Government
those alternatives would have to be adequately represented.

